Three Wildlife Safaris to India with Wild World India
fil 6d detitkirglia onceinmylifeteee a t i ger an dsimplewishbleasgomédahal . 0
into three fantastic tripthat expanded well beyond a tiger and the Tajndhe span of just four years,
with the expert guidance of Vikram SinghWfld World India.

Trip #1 as a Solo Taveler, Departure March 26, 2011
1 nt Delhj Ahuja Residency, followed byday of Delhi sightseeing and overnight train
4 nts Kisli section oKanha National ParkTuli Tiger Resort
2 nts Mukki section of Kanha National PaRoyal Tiger Resort
4 nts Bandhavgarh Tiger Reseridature Heritage Resort
1 ntDelhi, Ahuja Residency afterv@rnight train to Agra to see Taj Mahal and Agra Fadaty roomat
Mansingh Palace
2 ntsJim Corbett National ParBiranji section Camp Forktail Creek
2 ntsJim Corbett National ParBhikala sectionDhikala Forest Rest House

NaturalistRajendraassured me | would sediger bebre the end of our first day theKisli section of
Kanha, and he was right. Natnly atiger, but a tiger surrounddxy peacockd two iconic species of the
Indianjungle What a welcoming committee.
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Tigers presented themselves in numerous other attractive settings and poses, sulengesiate
cooling offon a sweltering f t er noon é




t h aveell camosflagedat whodemanded privaéy
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Though the tiger is not visiblpist out of camera rang# chased this leopard up a tree.

Kanhahadamagical feelo it, perhaps because of the variety of
specieghatinhabited the diverse and lush environméttimes the
landscape was the focus, even over the tiger. Restinglistaat

The Hard Ground Barasinglideer)make their home only in Kanha and their growing numbers are a

conservation success storjhey were faly easy to see becauBajan knew where to look.




In contrasto the delicate stature of the chital, stoodftrenidable Gaur or Indian Buffald. found it
hese bovines, though | did find theirstebkiegs attractive.
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Rajanlmade sure | had ampl

sector. We were not in constant pursuit of tigers.
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The Common hngurs provded hours of entertainment. flont row sat to their antics was easily
arrange because they were selaxed arounthe vehicle&Gypsies.

Each early morningur departure started off withchance tesee Spotted Wletschicksin their tree
cavity nest, located near the queue.

Even those without a birding life list could appedeithe avian
diversityof Kanha, such as the Green Eesge /' R N
or my personal favorite, the Eurasian ' Y4 3
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But the bird that alwaystole the show was the&owl, the male being the

Peacock.

After four nights | tradeg
the Kisli sector oKanha
for theMukki sector and
| also tradedrothers.
Raan6s br ot,h
became my guide in
Mukki.

On the journey betwee
Kisli and Mukki we
saw the rarand elusive
Chousinghantelope,
which has four horns on its headthoughtwo are not much more than bumps /

While the tigers proved
more prolific in the Kisli
sector,Mukki would shine
when it came to Dhole
(Indian Wild Dogs.)A

pack can contain dozens
of dogs but the pack we
saw consisted of two dogs.




Another caniné the golden jack@ provided some of the most exciting memories of Kanha. When |
reunited with Rajan several yedaser, he still recalled owsighting of gackal with a Kkill.

Bandhavgarhwas t he second dAtige
itinerary and the unpredictability of tiger

behavior was underscored here during my four

night visit.

It was not util the final 2.5 hours of the final day that the tigers materialized, and then wesigtti6gs

of 5 different tigers!Interestingly, it was not just me that temporarily had run out of tiger luck; the entire
park had beemetigerless for a few daysnuch to the chagrin of guests and naturalists alike. So when
three 2year old cubs appeared on the road, my naturalist and driver were thrilled. And so was |.
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Our last tiger
sighting on that
| eventful final
morning was a
female with one
severely injured
4 or missing eye.

W At the timel
S did not know
« 7 the role this cat
=9 would play in a
future visit to
Bandhavgarh. But | was pretty sure there would k&wan the next year because word was out that most
of the females ithe Talek Dnein Bandhavgarhwvere pregnantanthito s e t hat werenét wer
be by the monsoons. That meant a decent chance of seeing cubs the next year.

During the threelay iger drought, there was plenty to sd®uwh it took dfort in some cases, such as
this night jar, whichis well camouflaged whil& sleeps during thday. In contrast, the IndiamoR | er 6 s
bril Il bl ues coul dndt be missed.

Who coul dnot




Therewas a lot abowtVild World Indiato be impressed withtheir fine guides, the fact that Vikram

visits personally at some point with all clients (if possible), the excellent accommodatidiredndd,

but | was also especially pleased at how they were able to maximize transportation schedules to get the
mostout of the hours | had in IndiaFor examplel took the Gondwana Express, the overnight frain

which arrived inAgra just after 4:00 @, allowing ample time to arrivat theTaj Mahal when it opened

(6:10 was opening time for me in April) for nice morning light.

To be sure | was well fedested, and could take advantagé¢hat morning light, | was whisked from the

train to a day room at Mansingh Palace, breakfast included. Then a professional Taj Mahal guide
accompanied me and mbéd out the best vantage splmsphotos ad even took my second camera to

click away, naking sure | was theubjectofsme of those shots. Thatds espe
visiting the Taj Mahahlone.




In my opinion, no Taj Mahgbhoto shoot is
complete without theesidentRhesus Mcaqus.

My final destination wa€orbett. CB was

my driver and self taught birding expert who
brought me to the park arlden handed me off

to Naturalist Harise. Enroute was a stop to look
for the longnosed Gharial crocs.




Sambar

Though similar to the common roosttheRed Juntg Fowlwas an
elusive prize that so often flitted into the underbrush witly a
flashof briefly visible color. Fortunately, his guy hung around.

the barking Muntjac Deghat can be found in many Indiparks,
the Hog Deer of Corbett are hot common elsewhere.

Chital

Hog Deer




Wild boar seemed tbe more relaxed in Jim Corbett National Park ttenother parks | had visite@ihis
ged in digging his hole, ignoring our vehicle altogether.

T

My spotting skills produced a lizard on the wall of Dhikalg
Forest Rest House.




Corbett was in my itnerary not so much for tigerthough | saw two brieflbut for the IndiarElephant.
| still remember myirst Indian elephant sighting. It wassiagde bull.
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In preparing for my first trip to India, | wanted to know about some of the past kings, such as the famous
Ashoka who was transformed tiugh Buddhism from a ruthlegsiler to one of great virtue. In honor of

this king, the Ashoka Chakra wheel grattes center of the Indian flagof course | learned about Shah

Jahan, AKing of the Worl d, 6 wh gwhbhaddiedin childkérth T a | Ma h
with their 14th child.

What | didnét know was that |1 6d be thy®wiadtWordd | i ke a
India! I a |l s @&nowdli dddrpivilegedo watchtheMenin Bluewin the Cricket World Cup!

Trip #2, Teaming Up in Bandhavgarh, Going Solo in Gujarat, Departure March 11, 2012
1 nt Agra Bear Rescue Facility inside Sur Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, 4 pm visit to Taj Mahal, The Retreat.
1 nt Chambal River morning boadle, then overnight on Gondwana Express
4 nts Bandhavgarh, Tiger Lagoon
1 nt transit Mumbai, Hotel Transit
3 nts Sasan Gir National Park, Gir Birding Lodge
2 nts Velvadar Black Buck National Park, Black Buck Lodge
2 nts Little Rann of Kutch, Rann Riders

Home to 300 rescued sloth bears, and source of employment for many of the former dancing bear
masters, Thégra Bear Rescue Facilityoffers hope to end a life of cruelty for captive sloth bears. The
Kalandar are semmiomadic people that for centuries haghiwired sloth bear cubs from the forest by

killing the motherand trained them to provide entertainment to passersby in exchange for money. This
cruel practice was their livelihood, a tradition handed down over generations. To save the bears from this
horrendous existence, the Kalandars had to be offered an alternative way to provide for their families,
which is one of the goals of the rescue facility.

No photos/video can be posted online, though they can be taken for personal ysgoatochities for
slothcloseups wer e pl enti ful brilliantideatwiactuderthe t r «
Bear Rescue Facility.

Along theChambal River muggercrocs (one shown belgueft) as well as the lonrgosed
Gharial crocs can be sgeglus many birddpts oflocal people and construction.

Comb Duck

Ruddy Shelucks
Life jackets were required for the boat on the

Chambal River.
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Indian Skimmers are often seentbe Chambal River and we briefly spigeb sitting alonghe bank
when we first arrived, but managed no photos.

A peaceful morning on theéhambal River was followed by an afternoon visit toEagMahal. The

same guide from my previous visias arranged for us. He was eager to show off some new photo
angles.

And then it was time to try our luck at tigers, and maybe &gen cubs. We took the Gondwana Express
to Bandhavgarh.

The first tiger we met wamissinganeye. This was the last tiger | had seen the previous yé&.
learned this wakKankateewho had lost the eye in a fight to the death with another ferdaekatee
demonstrated her fierceness by consuming the flesh of the tiger she had jusiTigjézd.rarely eat other

tigers. Not only was Kankatee fierce, but she was a mother, and we would have the privelge of glimpsing
her three #month old cubs.



The cubs were enjoying the remains of a kill their mother had made. There were still some bones to be
gnawed, which is what the cub isidg directly belowon theright. All three cubs areisiblein the
bottom photo.







NaturalistRajesh and driveBaloosuddenly became very animated. Sloth Bear!! We watched it chase a
peacock in what could have been a scene from The Jungle Book. Only a quickiioads focused
photo was possibleWe were thrilled to see a sloth bear in the wild after spending time with them at the
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Sikra Crest&krpentagle Samtieer in ScenicBandhavgarh

Ith i i W{ Ay .
ad been a gamble to return to Bandhavgarh in 2012 in hop SRR S8 82e 48, .« o -
of seeingtigercubp ased on t he previ qESS g 3 ¥
of mass pregnancies. But the gamble had paid\dfftravel
buddy had a fifth night in Bandhgarh, but it was time for me
to head tdhe western state @ujarat.




Driver and birder CBnet me at the airport of the coastal city of Diu andompanied mtor the
Gujarat portion of the tip. It was great to be reunited again with CBuwr first cestination wa$Sasn
Gir, best known for bemnthe only national park withAsiatic Lions (at least the only park in 2012).

The odds of seeing some of those lions are high begaasilition to younaturalist and driver, there are
also roving rangers Iéang for lions (sometimes on foot.) The rangeadiotheir findings to the
vehicles/Gypsies.

Lion viewing that is monitored by the rangers is somewhat frustrating because they limit each vehicle to
about two minutesFinding ourown lionswasa far syerior experience to the ranger supervised
viewings. But | completely understanddaagree withiegulating lion viewing for the good of the species.




The Gir photos have @mokytexture to them because burning was so prevalent this time of year. The
haze accentuates this photo of a young Blue, Biving the scene a fairytale quality.

Mottled Owls! Anice note to end on for Sasan Gir.




Velavadar is the only tropical grassland in India to be given the status of a national parkt ig\tice

worl dés | argest communal roosting site for harrie
saw lots of each: Eurasian Marsh Harrier, Man g HiaGier, and Pallid Harrier. Even though mid

March is not prime time for tHargest harier numbers, often at least one of the harrier specials ke

seen.

Velavadar is blessed with a fascinating variety of wildlife in addition to harriers. Blue Bull (Nilgai),
Indian Wolves, Striped Hyena, and its signature Black Buck ¢#e &und both in the park and the
adjacent buffer zonet is possible to drive offoad in the buffer zone.
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